
Towards a Green 
WORLD ECONOMY
In Paris on 12 December 2015, 195 countries ratified a historic climate agreement. lt was 
agreed that by the end of the 21st century, the global rise in temperature should not 
exceed 2 degrees Celsius; the so-called safe limit. The treaty means that sustainability will 
becomes the norm in the private sector and that governments’ policies with regard to 
energy and climate change will drastically change. 

Willem Vermeend and Jan Willem Timmer explore the social and economie impact of the Paris agreement. The 
book discusses the agreements reached and the pros and cons of the various measures for combating climate 
change. Using background information and practical examples, the authors make it perfectly clear that everyone 
will be affected by the Paris agreement. Government, businesses and investors’ policies will be greatly influenced 
by both the climate treaty and the development of the green economy. The book includes a number of ‘best 
practices’, which can serve guidelines for policymakers and entrepreneurs. 

Willem Vermeend is an entrepreneur and investor in the field of the Internet and new 
(green) technology and professor in Economy 4.0 at the Open University. Vermeend is 
a member of the national steering group Smart lndustry and also on the supervisory 
board of a number of companies and author of economie and financial bestsellers. 
From 1994-2002, he was State Secretary for Finance and Minister for Social Affairs and 
Employment in the Netherlands. During his terms, he was also responsible for making 
the tax system more green, introducing energy levies and incentives for environmental 
and green investments. At the end of February 2016, Willem Vermeend was appointed 
special FinTech envoy by the ministers of Finance and Economie Affairs. In this part-

time position he is to clear obstacles for technology companies active in the rapidly growing digitization of the 
financial sector and put the Netherlands on the map as the centre of financial innovation for green finance and 
funding.

Jan Willem Timmer is an expert on climate change and renewable energy. Currently, 
he is residing in South Africa where he is a consultant with Brundtland. Dutch born, 
he has multiple years of national and international experience in the field. He studied 
law and economics at Harvard University and finance at Oxford University, where he 
graduated with distinction. In recent years, he has taught, economics, public policy 
and climate change at various colleges and universities. 
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This book is also available as an interactive 
digital book:  
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